
When Kiana first came to Grace’s 
Place, she was a guarded, under-educated 
young mom.  She and her 5 month old 
son, Karmelo, had nowhere to live and 
their future was unsure.  Six short months 
later, Kiana and Karmelo’s lives have been 
transformed with your help through Grace 
Initiatives. Kiana describes some of her 
experiences while living at Grace’s Place:

October 2013: She said, “I want to 
come to Grace’s Place to become a better 
mom than I am and get a good education to 

make my son’s life better.”
March 2014: “With the help of Marilyn 

(GI’s volunteer tutor) I have my GED. I have 
my driver’s permit and opened my own bank 
account. Being at Grace’s Place has taught 
me that I can achieve whatever I put my 
mind to. Cara and Rhonda helped me face 
my fears and achieve my goals in life. They 
helped me to see that they will always be 
there for me and for Karmelo - no matter 
what.”

Read more about Kiana inside!

My accomplishments so far:

• GED 

• Driver’s Permit

• Nursing Asst Certification

• Full-Time Job

• Full-Time Childcare

• Apartment

• Accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior

… A SENSE 
OF PRIDE

A LIFE TRANSFORMED. 
YOUR support transforms lives.
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empowering pregnant and parenting young women to   
 prepare for their futures and their babies futures.
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Most teen moms struggle because they don’t have job skills or a high school education and have a hard time making ends meet. 
We’re happy that 98% of our girls complete their high school education and then learn job skills through our Chapter2 Thrift Store. 
Many go on to college or a certificate program. When they complete our program they are educated and are equipped to work!  
THANK YOU for providing independence through Grace Initiatives.



Kiana and Karmelo moved into their own apartment in May. Kiana has a full time job as a Certified Nurse’s Assistant and has 
found full time childcare for Karmelo.  The most important change in Kiana’s life is she has decided to give her life to the Lord.  She 
knows she is never alone and trusts Him to guide her and Karmelo’s life according to His plan.

YOUR support and YOUR prayers have empowered this young mom to make a plan for her and her baby’s future. Because of 
YOU, she is victorious!

Ears for listening?           A desire to teach?           Volunteers needed!

Fill out an application at www.graceinitiatives.org or 
call us at 609.242.0131 today!

DO YOU HAVE STRONG ARMS?

“I have a 
bright future 

ahead. 
Thank you.”

80% of teen moms don’t receive child 
support from their baby’s father? 

See page 4 for how your donations to 
Chapter2 Thrift Store can help our young 
moms beat this statistic.

• Baby Holders
• Lay Counselors
• Skills Teachers
• Pantry/Supplies Organizers

• Transportation Providers
• Thrift Store Workers
• Thrift Store Furniture Pick-up
• Gardeners/Landscapers

DiD You Know ?



MEET LAURA! GRACE GIVES… 
A FUTURE

A FRESH START

Laura became pregnant with her 
daughter, Layla, while she was in high 
school in 2008.  She attended our ‘Earn 
While You Learn’ program once or twice a 
week. After high school, Laura enrolled in 
a Christian college where she decided to 
follow Christ. She will graduate in May 2015 
with a degree in Psychology and Counseling.  
She plans to go on to graduate school for 
her Masters in Psychology.  Currently she is 
interning at a Crisis Pregnancy Center.

Laura spoke at our 10th Anniversary 
Banquet about her faith and left us all 
in tears when she shared, “My daughter 
never has to live with the girl that I was 
before she came into this world. Because 
of God and his marvelous power, she will 
know only the woman of God that He has 
transformed me into and together we will 
live to honor Him and bring His name glory.” 
Laura and Layla are NEW because YOU 
showed them love and hope. 

Abby was a cheerleader in high 
school and living at home when she 
became pregnant in 2010. She attended 
our ‘Earn While You Learn’ classes each 
week. Abby had her son and graduated 
high school, then enrolled in Ocean 
County College. Abby is now attending 
classes to become a Nationally Certified 
Interpreter for the deaf.  She continues 
to attend our Real Deal Program each 
month, and encourages the new moms!

In Abby’s words, she stated: “I feel 
like GI has impacted my life in so many 
ways. I have met so many amazing people 
that are going through exactly what I am 
going through and we have all become 
like a family. GI has shown me that God 
brought me this wonderful little boy for 
a reason and that just because I became 
a young mother, it does not mean that 
my life is over. God has big plans for me, 
and GI has helped me realize that, and for 
that, I will be forever grateful.”

Our non-resident programs make a 
difference in the lives of so many young 
mothers, by giving them life skills and 
relationships with other young moms. 
The programs make them feel included 
and not isolated; accepted not shunned. 
YOUR continued support of the programs 
offered by GI turns trial into triumph!

We have a new mom in the 
house. She and her 3 month old 
son moved into Grace’s Place about 
3 months ago.  She is working on 
completing her high school education 
and is currently attending our bible 
study and working at Chapter 2 Thrift 
Store on weekends. 

GRACE 
GIVES 

ABUNDANT 
LIFE

Laura’s favorite bible verse is: 2 Corinthians 5:17, 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has 
come: The old has gone, the new is here!”
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